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Greenhouse Tomato Production Increasing, 
and They Are Tasting Better Too! 
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There is nothing quite like a vine ripe tomato.  Though great efforts have been made to make this 
vegetable available the year round, the flavor and texture of  winter tomatoes for years fell far short of 
those locally grown summer delights that we crave. 
 
Things are looking up, as the chances of finding some good tasting tomatoes at the local grocery 
store are much better than in the past.  Increased greenhouse production and special varieties 
especially bred for this type of production are contributing factors. 
 
The greenhouse production of tomatoes is way up.  Once thought of as a novel method, it is now 
being taken seriously by producers, marketers and consumers alike.  According to a recent report, 
seventeen percent of the U.S. fresh market tomato supply is now greenhouse grown.  In retail stores 
greenhouse tomatoes now account for thirty seven percent of all fresh tomatoes sold. 
 
Fresh market tomato consumption has increased dramatically over the past few years.  In 2003, 
Americans ate an average of over nineteen pounds per person.  This is thirty percent more than in 
1995 and does not include all of the processed tomatoes that are eaten. 
 
The total production of all North American greenhouse tomatoes in 2003 was 582,106 short tons.  
This is made up of about 30 percent from the U.S., 42 percent from Canada and 28 percent from 
Mexico.  The total area of production in Mexico is greater than the total area of Canada and the U.S. 
put together.  
 
Sixty seven percent of all greenhouse tomato production in the country is done by four large 
companies, leaving 33 percent that is split up among small producers.  It is estimated that there are 
about 1,000 small growers.   
 
Growth trends for greenhouse tomatoes are similar to trends found when studying produce in 
general.  We are eating more produce, buying more specialty produce and want more diversity – 
even in the types of tomatoes. 
 
The growth in greenhouse tomatoes can partly be attributed to the quality of the product.  Grown in a 
controlled environment, they are protected from extreme environmental conditions, with carefully 
controlled temperature, fertility and irrigation.  Under such conditions, more uniform flavor and 
appearance often results. 
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We are the largest importer of greenhouse tomato crops.  We import more than we grow, with the 
pace of imports increasing faster than the pace of production in the U.S. 
 
These and a lot of other facts concerning greenhouse tomato production is provided by Dr. Rick 
Snyder, Professor and Vegetable Specialist at the Truck Crops Experiment Station at Mississippi 
State University.  He gleaned this information from the report, “North American Greenhouse 
Tomatoes Emerge as a Major Market Force.”   
 
This document was published in the USDA Economic Research Service publication Amber Waves.  
To view the complete document, go to 
www.ers.usda.gov/Amberwaves/April05/Features/GreenhouseTomatoes.htm.)  
 
Note to anyone interested in growing greenhouse tomatoes: 
As with any potentially high return crop, greenhouse tomato production is highly technical and 
requires a relatively large investment in capital.  Do a lot of homework.  There is much information 
available that would be helpful to a potential producer.   
 
The University of Florida and Mississippi State University in particular, have easily accessed 
information.  To get started, use the internet and simply type in “greenhouse tomato production” and 
search. 
 
This and other specialty crops will discussed during the Gulf Coast Agribusiness Conference in Jay, 
Florida on February 9.  For further information and registration, contact Joan Hughes at 850 – 623 - 
0174.     
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